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106Itinerary for Dr. Mary Farmer-Kaiser  
Finalist for Dean, Graduate College 
 
 
Wednesday, February 28, 2024 
 
 ~ 3:51 p.m. Flight arrives at OKC Will Rogers World Airport.  
 
 ~ 5:45 p.m.  Arrive in Stillwater. Reservations at the Atherton Hotel, OSU Student 

Union.  
 
  6:45 p.m. Dinner with Graduate College Leadership Team* (TBA). M. Lovern will 

meet in hotel lobby at 6:30 p.m. and return to the Atherton Hotel after 
dinner.  

 
Thursday, February 29, 2024 
 
 7:30 – 8:30 a.m. Breakfast with OSU Foundation Leadership* (Ranchers Club, Student 

Union). Will be met and escorted to Whitehurst by R. Sheehan. 
 
 8:45 – 9:30  a.m. Graduate College Administrative Staff*, facilitated by M. Hoheisel (106B 

Whitehurst Conference Room). 
 
 9:45 – 10:15  a.m. Budget Overview with Dr. Matt Lovern, Associate Dean, on behalf of 

Jodie Kennedy, Senior Manager of Business Operations (106B 
Whitehurst). 

 
  10:30 – 11:00 a.m. Dr. Jeanette Mendez, Provost and Senior Vice President (106A 

Whitehurst). Will be escorted to the President’s office.  
 
 11:00 – 11:30 a.m. Dr. Kayse Shrum, President (107 Whitehurst). Will be met and escorted 

to the General Academic Building (GAB) by M. Sun.  
  
 11:45 – 12:45 p.m. Luncheon with Representatives of the Graduate and Professional Student 

Association*, facilitated by M. Sun (B-09 GAB). Will be escorted to 
Whitehurst by M. Sun.  

 
 1:00 – 1:30 p.m. Jerome Loughridge, Senior Vice President and Chief of Staff for a “We 

Are Land-Grant” Strategy Overview (107 Whitehurst). Will be met and 
escorted to the General Academic Building (GAB) by M. Lovern. 

  
 2:00 – 2:45 p.m. Graduate Council*, facilitated by V. Lacombe (B-09 GAB). Will be 

escorted to forum location by V. Lacombe. 
 
 2:45 p.m. Break and forum preparation.  
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 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. Campus Forum: Vision for a Graduate College at a Land-Grant 
Institution. Dr. Craig Freeman will serve as moderator.  

   (010 Willard Hall and via Zoom – link to be provided)  
Reception immediately following in lobby.  

 
 ~ 5:15 p.m. C. Freeman will escort to the Atherton Hotel.  
 
 6:30 p.m. Dinner group hosted by Harlie Perry, OSU Foundation (Ranchers Club). 

Meet in lobby at 6:15 p.m.  
 
Friday, March 1, 2024 
 
 7:30 – 8:30  a.m. Breakfast with the Academic Affairs Leadership Team* (Ranchers Club, 

Student Union). C. Francisco will escort to Whitehurst. 
 
 8:45 – 9:45 a.m. Council of Deans*, facilitated by C. Freeman (106B Whitehurst 

Conference Room and via Zoom). Will be escorted by C. Freeman.  
  
 10:00 – 10:25 a.m. Division of Research Leadership Team* (203 Whitehurst). Will be 

escorted by R. Van Den Bussche.   
 
 10:30 – 11:00 a.m. Associate Deans for Research and Graduate Studies*, facilitated by M. 

Lovern (204 Whitehurst and via Zoom).  
 
 11:15 – 11:45 a.m. Directors of Interdisciplinary Graduate Programs*, facilitated by J. Hess 

(204 Whitehurst and via Zoom). Will be escorted to GAB by M. Lovern.  
 
 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Luncheon with Members, Search and Screening Committee* (B-09 

GAB). Will be escorted to the Atherton Hotel by V. Lacombe.  
 
 ~ 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. Tour of Stillwater Community. 
 
 3:30 p.m. Depart Stillwater. 
 
 8:06 p.m. Flight departs OKC Will Rogers World Airport. 
 
Monday, March 4, 2024 
 
 ~ 9:30 – 10:00 a.m. Exit Interview with Provost Jeanette Mendez (time tentative – conference 

call).  
 
 
 
   
 
 

**Please call Academic Affairs, 744-8782, if questions arise regarding the schedule.** 
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Campus Interview Groups for Dean, Graduate College 
February – March 2024 

 
 

Graduate College Leadership Team (Dinner) 
Matt Lovern, Associate Dean, Associate Professor, Integrative Biology and Member, Search 

and Screening Committee 
Carol Powers, Assistant Dean 

Rebecca Sheehan, Interim Associate Dean and Professor, Geography 
 

OSU Foundation Leadership (Breakfast)  
Blaire Atkinson, President 

Scott Roberts, Vice President for Development  
 

Dean’s Administrative Staff 
Krysten Allen, Administrative Support Assistant 

Elena Atkinson, Admissions Officer I 
Alex Boyington, Administrative Associate 

Jay Boyington, Manager, SLATE  
Lory Ferguson, Executive Administrative Assistant 

May Hoheisel, Admissions Officer II and Member, Search and Screening Committee 
Jodie Kennedy, Senior Manager, Business Operations 

Michelle Kuehn, Admissions Officer I  
Charmaine Motte, Coordinator of Graduate Recruitment 

Patty Rich, Administrative Associate 
Richard Shepard, Senior Matriculation and Program Specialist 

Frances Smith, Matriculation and Program Specialist 
Jaylene Smith, Financial Assistant II  

Chelsie Taylor, Matriculation and Program Specialist 
 

Graduate Student Representatives 
Marcia Sun, President, Graduate and Professional Student Government Association; Doctoral 

Candidate, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies in Higher Education; and Member, Search 
and Screening Committee 

Michael Afolabi, PhD student, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies, GPSGA 
Intergovernmental Liaison 

Olivia Aguiar, PhD student, Integrative Biology 
Cameron Cardona, PhD student, Nutritional Sciences 

Eshan Maitra, PhD student, Petroleum Engineering, GPSGA Treasurer 
Jacob Martin, PhD, Mathematics Education 
Sarah McDowell, PhD, Science Education 

Jordan Shuler, PhD student, Human Development and Family Science 
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Interdisciplinary Program Directors 
Jason Belden, Integrative Biology (OSU-STW), and David Wallace, Pharmacology and 
Physiology (OSU-CHS), Interdisciplinary Toxicology Graduate Program Co-Directors 
Michael Thayer, Director of Professional Science Master’s (PSM) in Environmental 

Management (OSU-T) 
Scott Stoodley, Environmental Science Graduate Program Director (M.S., Ph.D.) (OSU-STW) 

Mary Jo Self, Interdisciplinary Studies Program Coordinator (OSU-T) 
Cindie Lamon, Director of MPH (OSU-T) 

Jim Hess, Vice Provost of Graduate Programs, OSU-Center for Health Sciences 
 

Graduate Council  
Véronique Lacombe, Vice Chair, Graduate Council and Professor, Veterinary Physiological 

Sciences 
Daniel Lin, Group 1 Chair and Professor, Nutritional Sciences 

Shiping Deng, Group 1 Vice Chair and Professor, Plant and Soil Sciences 
McKale Montgomery, Group 1 Secretary and Assistant Professor, Nutritional Sciences 

Thomas Dickey, Group 2 Chair and Associate Professor Michael and Anne Greenwood School 
of Music 

Sarah Foss, Group 2 Vice Chair and Assistant Professor, History 
Graig Uhlin, Group 2 Secretary and Associate Professor, English 

Jessie Mao, Group 3 Chair and Professor, Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering 
Joe Cecil, Group 3 Vice Chair and Professor, Computer Science 

Kevin Moore, Group 3 Secretary and Assistant Professor Biosystems and Agricultural 
Engineering 

Marten Brienen, Group 4 Chair and Associate Professor, OSU Global 
Kevin So, Group 4 Vice Chair and Professor, School of Hospitality and Tourism Management 
Peter Richtsmeier, Group 4 Secretary and Associate Professor, Communication Sciences and 

Disorders 
Amber Manning-Ouelette, Group 5 Chair and Assistant Professor, School of Educational 

Foundations, Leadership and Aviation  
Mike Yough, Group 5 Vice Chair and Associate Professor, School of Educational Foundations, 

Leadership and Aviation 
Kat Gardner-Vandy, Group 5 Secretary and Assistant Professor, School of Educational 

Foundations, Leadership and Aviation 
Jarrad Wagner, Group 6 Chair and Professor/Director, Forensic Sciences 

Joshua Butcher, Group 6 Vice Chair and Assistant Professor Physiological Sciences 
David Wallace, Group 6 Secretary and Chair/Professor, Pharmacology and Physiology 

 
OSU Foundation and Special Guests (Dinner) 

Harlie Perry, Associate Director of Development 
 

Academic Affairs Leadership Team (Breakfast) 
Shannon Baker, Associate Provost for Student Success and Teaching Professor, History 

Christopher “Chris” Francisco, Vice Provost for Academic Affairs and Professor, 
Mathematics 

Craig Freeman, Interim Vice Provost and Dean, College of Professional Studies, OSU-Tulsa, 
Professor, Media and Strategic Communications and Chair, Search and Screening Committee 



3 of 4 
 

Christine “Chris” Ormsbee, Vice Provost of Online Programs, Director of the Institute  
for Teaching and Learning Excellence and Professor, Teaching, Learning  

and Educational Sciences 
Becky Taylor, Assistant Vice President, Provost’s Strategies and Priorities  

 
Council of Deans 

Craig Freeman, Interim Vice Provost and Dean, College of Professional Studies, OSU-Tulsa, 
Professor, Media and Strategic Communications, and Chair, Search and Screening Committee 

Richard “Ritch” Frohock, Interim Dean, Honors College and Professor, English 
Keith Garbutt, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences and Professor, Plant Biology, 

Ecology and Evolution (and Dean, Honors College) 
Sheila Johnson, Dean, Libraries and Professor 

Randy Kluver, Associate Provost and Dean, OSU Global / School of Global Studies, Professor, 
Media and Strategic Communications 

Jayson Lusk, Vice President, Division of Agricultural Sciences  
and Natural Resources, Dean, Ferguson College of Agriculture, and  

Professor, Agricultural Economics 
James Payne, Dean, Spears School of Business and Professor, Economics 

Jon Pedersen, Dean, College of Education and Human Sciences and Professor, Teaching, 
Learning and Educational Sciences 

Carlos Risco, Dean, College of Veterinary Medicine and Professor, Clinical Sciences 
Jeff Stroup, Provost and Dean, Center for Health Sciences / College of Osteopathic Medicine 

and Professor  
John Veenstra, Interim Dean, College of Engineering, Architecture and Technology and 

Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering  
 

Division of Research Leadership Team 
Kenneth Sewell, Vice President for Research and Professor, Psychology, and  

Chair, Search and Screening Committee 
Ron Van Den Bussche, Senior Associate Vice President for Research and Regents Professor, 

Integrative Biology 
Christine Johnson, Associate Vice President for Research and Professor,  

Human Development and Family Science 
 

Associate Deans for Research and Graduate Studies 
Stephen Clarke, Senior Associate Dean, College of Education and Human Sciences, and 

Professor, Nutritional Sciences 
Cynda Clary, Associate Dean, Ferguson College of Agriculture and Professor, Agricultural 

Economics 
Jami Fullerton, Associate Dean, School of Global Studies, and Professor, Media and Strategic 

Communications 
Sunderesh Heragu, Associate Dean, College of Engineering, Architecture and Technology and 

Regents Professor, Industrial Engineering and Management 
James Hess, Vice Provost, Center for Health Sciences and Professor, Health Care 

Administration, and Professor 
Camelia Knapp, Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, and Professor, Geology 

Mary Larson, Associate Dean, OSU Library and Professor 



4 of 4 
 

Matthew Lovern, Associate Dean, Graduate College, and Associate Professor, Integrative 
Biology 

Jerry Malayer, Associate Dean, College of Veterinary Medicine and Professor, Physiological 
Sciences 

Ramesh Sharda, Vice Dean, Spears School of Business and Regents Professor, Management 
Science and Information Systems 

Matt Upson, Associate Dean, OSU Library and Associate Professor 
Ron Van Den Bussche, Senior Associate Vice President, Division of Research, and Regents 

Professor, Zoology 
 

Search and Screening Committee (Lunch) 

Craig Freeman, Interim Vice Provost and Dean, College of Professional Studies, OSU-Tulsa, 
Professor, Media and Strategic Communications, and Chair, Search and Screening Committee 

Joshua Butcher, Vice Chair Group VI, and Assistant Professor, Veterinary Physiological 
Sciences 

Shiping Deng, Vice Chair Group I, and Professor, Plant and Soil Sciences 
Sarah Foss, Vice Chair Group II, and Assistant Professor, History 

James Hess, Vice Provost, Center for Health Sciences and Professor, Health Care 
Administration 

Wouter Hoff, Professor, Microbiology and Molecular Genetics 
May Hoheisel, Admissions Officer, Graduate College 

Véronique Lacombe, Vice Chair, Graduate Council and Professor, Veterinary Physiological 
Sciences 

John Logan, Executive Director, Masonic Charity Foundation of Oklahoma 
Matthew Lovern, Associate Dean, Graduate College, and Associate Professor, Integrative 

Biology 
Amber Manning-Ouellette, Chair Group V, and Assistant Professor, Educational Foundations, 

Leadership and Aviation 
Yu “Jessie” Mao, Chair Group III, and Professor, Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering 

Kevin So, Vice Chair Group IV, and Professor, Hospitality and Tourism Management 
Marcia Sun, President, Graduate and Professional Student Government Association, and 

Doctoral Candidate, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies in Higher Education 
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