 GENERAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING (GEAC)
MINUTES
October 14, 2024

Present: Amy Malex, Mike Yough, Tammy Mix, Sarah Johnson, Amy Martindale, Kelva Hunger, Stacy Takacs, Kat Gardner-Vandy, and Chris Francisco, Chair



1. General Education Designations – New
(Zero-ending, variable credit applications reviewed based on 2024 General Education Criteria)

 A&S 2000 - Special Topics
Description: Selected interdisciplinary topics presented in lecture or seminar format. Offered for variable credit, 1-7 credit hours, maximum of 10 credit hours.

· The Earth’s Spectacular Phenomenon of New Zealand Geysers:  Exploring the Scientific and Cultural D Dimensions requests the I designation, one-time only, effective Spring 2025.   3 cr. hrs.

Members tabled pending receipt of a syllabus with a detailed travel itinerary and schedule.  Members were also not clear as to why there was reference to graduate credit since this is a 2000-level general education course request. More clarity should be provided as to what graduate course graduate students would be taking and how the work would be substantially different.

GS 4200 - Study Abroad
Prerequisites: Consent of instructor and consent of SGSP Director of Academic Programs.
Description: Academic work abroad on either a group or individual basis. Offered for variable credit, 1-6 credit hours, maximum of 6 credit hours. Previously offered as INTL 4200. May not be offered for degree credit with GS 5200.

· OSU Global Study Abroad in Eastern Europe, requests the I designation, one-time only, effective Summer 2025.  3 cr. hrs.

Members approved the I designation pending clarification on the agenda of instructor feedback to be incorporated into subsequent writing assignments.  Members also questioned if 50% or more of the writing assignments would have a contemporary international focus from the students’ experiences during the trip as required. 	

GWST 3450 - Topics in Gender Studies
Prerequisites: GWST 2113 or GWST 2123 or permission of instructor.
Description: Suggested topics include women and health, women and science, women and religion. Previously offered as WMST 3450. Offered for fixed credit, 3 credit hours, maximum of 12 credit hours.

· Women and Autobiography, requests the H and D designations, one-time only, effective Spring 2025 (one term).  

Members approved the H and D designations pending receipt of a syllabus detailing how the autobiography fulfilled the requirement for the diversity designation and clearer information on instructor feedback on the writing.




HONR 1020 - Introductory Honors Seminar in STEM, 
Prerequisites: Honors College Participation.
Description: Introduction to topics in STEM disciplines by faculty from the undergraduate colleges for freshmen and sophomore students in the University Honors College. Offered for variable credit, 1-3 credit hours. maximum of 12 credit hours.

· Seminar in STEM: Citizen Science Campus, requests the N designation, one-time only, effective Spring 2025.  3 cr. hrs.

Members approved the N designation, one-time only, effective Spring 2025.

MSIS 4010 - Applied Analytics and Information System Studies
Prerequisites: MIS and data analytics majors only, or departmental permission.
Description: Structured internship, field study or independent project with supporting academic study. Offered for variable credit, 1-6 credit hours, maximum of 6 credit hours.
9/16/24 – Members tabled the I designation pending receipt of a syllabus that includes more information describing the subject matter of the topics for papers, including evidence the subject matter is connected to the requirements for the I designation.
10/7/24 – Received revised syllabus

· Doing Business in Australia, requests the I designation, one-time only, effective Summer 2025.
	
Members approved the I designation, one-time only, effective Summer 2025.

UNIV 2510 - Innovative Studies
Description: May be used for not more than two semesters for new or experimental topics or techniques. Offered for variable credit, 1-3 credit hours, maximum of 6 credit hours.

· Ethical Leadership Behavior in a Changing Society, request the S designation, one-time only, effective Fall 2025.

Members approved pending receipt of a syllabus clarifying the presentation lengths and resolving inconsistencies between the syllabus and paper descriptions.


2. General Education Designations – Existing
(Review Based on the 2025 General Education Criteria)

EPSY 4743- Learning, Motivation, and Social Justice, requests the G designation, effective Spring 2025.
Description: Foundational principles of learning, motivation, and global identity; critical analysis of contemporary cultures; and application of learning in addressing global issues of social justice.

Members asked for more information about the trip, travel and topics as well as more detail regarding the writing with instructor feedback and grading scale. 
	
HDFS 4813 - Dying, Death and Bereavement, requests the D designation, effective Spring 2025.
Description: Physical, psychological, emotional and social aspects to dying and death across the life course. Examination of human experiences with and responses to dying and death within various contexts such as family, medical and cultural.
Need information about the trip and travel in connection with the D designation and connect to the trip and writing.    

Members denied the D designation as they did not feel that the course met the general education designation requirements.

HDFS 4833 - The Fourth Age in Human Development, requests the I/G designation, effective Spring 2025.
Description: Biopsychosocial development, functioning, and survivorship using life-history, lifespan, and life course perspectives. Cross-cultural evaluation and comparison of physical, mental, and social attributes linked to human well-being and longevity in the United States and around the world. Focus on designing services, programs, and policies for persons 85+ years old.

Members denied the I/G designation as it was not clear that the course met the requirements for the designation; also, there is no discussion of feedback on writing assignments.

	RM 2403 - Recreation and Society (I), request the S designation, effective 1/13/25
Description: Exploration of the influence of recreation and leisure culture internationally to understand how society's view impacts individuals, families & communities, simultaneously. Students will engage in multiple resources (readings, meetings, site visits, multidisciplinary discussions, critical reflections through written & video production) on the ways recreation and leisure practices are internationally influenced by economic, political & social drivers. Prev. offered as RMTR 2403 & RMRT 2403.
Course presently carries the I designation.
4/18/24 - Members tabled the S designation as it is not clear from the information on the syllabus if the course meets the requirements for the S designation.

Members denied the S designation as it was not clear from the information on the syllabus that the course met the requirements for the S designation. The group’s consensus was that the focus of the course was more on the international aspects of the material, leaving insufficient time for the comprehensive treatment of the elements required in the S designation.
		
3. Information Items Only

GS 4200 - Study Abroad
Prerequisites: Consent of instructor and consent of SGSP Director of Academic Programs.
Description: Academic work abroad on either a group or individual basis. Offered for variable credit, 1-6 credit hours, maximum of 6 credit hours. Previously offered as INTL 4200. May not be offered for degree credit with GS 5200.

· OSU Global Study Abroad in Argentina’s Patagonia, requests the I designation, one-time only, effective Spring Break 2025.  3 cr. hrs.

9/16/24 - Members approved the I designation, effective Spring Break 2025, pending receipt of a syllabus that includes details regarding the 4-page reflection paper, demonstrating that it is different from the other writings.  Also, a presence of instructor feedback on the syllabus is necessary as well.
10/4/24 - Revised syllabus received and the I designation approved by Dr. Francisco, effective Spring Break 2025.

HTM 4090 - International Hospitality Studies
Prerequisites: Instructor Permission.
Description: Participation in a hospitality educational experience outside of the U.S. The international aspects of the hospitality industry especially in the country or countries included in the experience. Development of an understanding of local, regional and national customs and cultures through experiential learning. Previously offered as HRAD 4090. May not be used for degree credit with HTM 5090. Offered for variable credit, 1-18

· Doing Business in Ireland, requests the I designation, one-time only, effective, Spring 2025.
[bookmark: _Hlk175834387]3 cr. hrs.

Members approved pending receipt of a syllabus that includes a required 10-page writing assignment with instructor feedback to be incorporated into subsequent writing, ensuring all students receive feedback even if they do not turn the main paper in early (potentially, e.g., providing feedback on an earlier paper).
10/04/24 – Received revised syllabus and Dr. Francisco approved the I designation, effective Spring 2025.

MGMT 4750 - International Leadership Experience
Description: This course focuses on developing leadership skills through international travel. Students will learn the skills and values used by leaders in other countries. The cultural and business environment faced by leaders in other countries will also be explored. Offered for fixed 3 credit hours, maximum of 6 credit hours.

· Doing Business in France, requests the I designation, one-time only, effective, Spring 2025.
3 cr. hrs.

Members approved the I designation, pending receipt of a syllabus including evidence that students receive feedback on formal writing assignments to be incorporated in subsequent writing.
09/26/24 – Received revised syllabus and Dr. Francisco approved the I designation, effective Spring 2025.

MKTG 4550 - Problems In Marketing
Prerequisites: MKTG 3213.
Description: Problems in marketing. Specific topics vary from semester to semester. Previously offered as MKTG 4433. Offered for variable credit, 1-9 credit hours, maximum of 9 credit hours.

· Doing Business in the Dominican Republic, requests the I designation, one-time only, effective Spring Break 2025.  3 cr. hrs.

Members approved the I designation pending receipt of a syllabus describing in more detail the expected content of the papers and how it connects to the requirements for the I designation.
10/4/24 – Received revised syllabus and Dr. Francisco approved the I designation, one-time only, effective Spring Break 2025.


