 FACULTY COUNCIL MEETING

3:00 p.m., Tuesday, January 10, 2012
Browsing Room, Edmon Low Library
AGENDA:

 1.
Roll Call


 2.
Approval of the December 13, 2011 Minutes

 3.
Approval of Agenda

 4.
Special Report:  



A.  Kathy Elliott – Associate VP & Controller



      Sharon Toy – Director-Purchasing

 5.
Report of Status of Faculty Council Recommendations:



Provost Sternberg, and/or Vice Presidents

 6.
Reports of Standing Committees:



a.
Academic Standards and Policies:  Ed Harris – No Report 


b.
Athletics:  Steve Damron – No Report


c.
Budget:  Rodney Holcomb – No Report


d.
Campus Facilities, Safety, and Security:  Robert Emerson – No Report


e.
Faculty:  Shelia Kennison – Update



Recommendation – Revision to OSU Attendance Policy*


f.
Long-Range Planning and Information Technology:  Nick Materer – Update


g.
Research: Jim Smay – No Report


h.
Retirement & Fringe Benefits: Stephen Clarke – No Report
i. Rules and Procedures:  Robert Avakian –  Update


j.
Student Affairs and Learning Resources:  Bob Miller – No Report

 7.
Reports of Liaison Representatives  

 8.
Old Business


 9.
New Business 

10.
Adjournment

Refreshments will be served at 2:45 p.m.
*Attached

            Amended by          Passed        Failed

Recommendation No.   11-12-01-Faculty


1.________________   ______    _________

Moved by:    Faculty Committee


2.________________   ______    _________

Seconded by: 


3.________________   ______   _________

        Passed         Tabled         Failed 


4.________________   ______   _________ 

Title:        Revision to OSU Attendance Policy

The Faculty Council Recommends to President Hargis that:  The OSU Attendance Policy (2-0217) be modified as follows:

1.08 Faculty at their discretion may require homework, reports, papers, compositions, and projects to be 
turned in ahead of or after the missed classes and examinations to be taken before or after any 
planned or unplanned absence.

1.09. In units in which there is routine video and/or audio-recording of lectures, students may request access to recordings of missed lectures from the faculty member. Similarly, access to PowerPoint or other multimedia presentations may be requested by students. The decision to grant access to materials from missed lectures lies with the faculty member who sets the attendance policy for the course and has the authority to determine the circumstances under which accommodations for absences are permitted.

1.10. If a student believes that a faculty member has denied a reasonable and appropriate request, the student may appeal the decision to the Department Head. Since class attendance is a critical component of learning, such appeals would be considered on a case-by-case basis and granted only in the most extreme circumstances.
Rationale:

The OSU Attendance Policy emphasizes the importance of class attendance and affirms the role of the faculty member in determining what accommodations are appropriate when students are absent from class for University-sponsored events.  The proposed revision clarifies the faculty member’s role in determining what accommodations are appropriate for planned as well as unplanned absences.  Because some units on campus routinely record lectures, the revision also clarifies the procedures that students must use to access such recordings and to access any multimedia presentations that are used during missed lectures.  The revision also addresses how students can appeal denial of access.

The current Attendance Policy is listed below for reference.

POLICY

1.01 Class attendance is a critical component of learning. Students are expected to attend and participate 
fully in all scheduled class meetings.

1.02 A written attendance policy should be provided to students within the non-restricted add period of 
the semester. The non-restricted add period is defined as the sixth class day of a regular semester, or 
the third class day of an eight-week session, or the proportionate period for block or short courses. 
(For additional information see P&P 2-0206: Adding and Dropping Courses and Withdrawing from the University.)

1.03 Faculty may choose to set a maximum total number of excused, sick, and unexcused absences. 
Faculty may also specify when absences will not be excused under any circumstance.

1.04 If no policy is provided, no penalty may be assessed for class absences although students may not be allowed to make up certain in-class activities such as presentations and “pop” quizzes.

1.05 Faculty are encouraged to provide reasonable accommodation for students who are required to 
participate in sponsored activities of the University. For the purpose of this policy, a sponsored activity
of the University includes any activity sponsored by an academic college or department, by an 
organization recognized by Campus Life, or by intercollegiate athletics.

1.06 Faculty may require written documentation from the designated University sponsor for a 
sponsored activity and/or require that the organization demonstrate that it has no reasonable option 
in scheduling the activity except during regular class periods.

1.07 Students who will be absent from class for sponsored activities shall provide prior notification 
of their planned absence to their course instructor as early as possible.

1.08 Faculty at their discretion may require homework, reports, papers, compositions, and projects to 
be turned in ahead of the missed classes and examinations to be taken before the planned absence.

